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According to opinion surveys conducted by the NEW YORK TIMES between Oct. 28 and Nov. 4,
Mexicans are pessimistic about the national economy, as well as other domestic problems. Next,
despite considerable tensions between the Reagan administration and Mexico City in recent
months, Mexicans are generally friendly and optimistic regarding relations. Although Mexican un-
and underemployment is estimated at between 25 and 35%, only 8% of the survey respondents
said unemployment was the "main problem" in Mexico today. The number one problem identified
by 53% of the respondents was inflation/low salaries. In second place was the foreign debt (16%),
followed by poor government/political corruption (12%), unemployment (8%), drugs, vice and crime
(3%); overpopulation (2%), and other (7%).
The vast majority of respondents (88%) stated that the condition of the national economy was "bad"
or "very bad." The remainder rated the economy "good," while no one believed the economy to
be in "very good" shape. Next, respondents were asked to rate their own economic situation. The
majority described the same as "bad" (48%), or "very bad" (11%). A total of 42%, nonetheless,
indicated that their own economic situation was "good" (41%) or "very good" (1%). Extreme
pessimism prevailed in responses to the following question: "When do you believe Mexico will
emerge from the economic crisis?" Fifty-four percent (54%) responded "never"(!). Another 30% said
their country would recover in "more than 10 years"; 12%, "5-10 years," and 3%, "less than 5 years."
President Miguel de la Madrid received an approval rating for his performance as president by 53%
of respondents. In a related question, 21% said the federal government "does what is right," "nearly
always" (6%) or "most of the time" (15%). Sixty percent (60%) of respondents were of the opinion
that the government performed correctly only "some of the time," while for 18%, it does so "almost
never."
Regarding Mexicans' opinions about the United States, the "best thing" about the US receiving
the largest number of responses was its "democracy, system of government" (16%), while the
"worst" was "drug addiction and trafficking" (20%). Additional responses for the best of the US
were "no inflation" (16%); "employment, jobs" (14%); technology (12%); and "government cares
about people" (7%). A total of 21%, however, had no response to the "best" question. In terms of
additional components of the downside of the US, respondents indicated the following: "nuclear
arms" (12%); "intervention in other countries" (9%); "crime, violence, and racism" (9%); "keeping
Mexicans from working in the US" (8%); and, "other foreign policy" (8%). Nearly a quarter of the
respondents (24%) had no answer to this query.
Next, Mexicans were asked to express their opinion of the US government as "favorable" or
"unfavorable." Nearly half (48%) responded "favorable," while 27% were "unfavorable." (The
remainder had no opinion.) In a related fashion, respondents were asked to describe relations
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between the US and Mexico. A total of 63% indicated relations were good, i.e., "very friendly" (7%),
and "friendly" (59%). The remainder described as "unfriendly" (30%), and "very unfriendly" (3%).
A larger proportion of respondents indicated that the problem of illegal drug usage in the United
States was more serious than in Mexico. Accordingly, 83% said they thought this problem was "very
serious" in the US, while 54% believed the problem was "very serious" in Mexico. Sixty-seven
percent (67%), however, expressed the opinion that the Mexican government should "do more to
stop the export of drugs to the US." (From William Stockton, NEW YORK TIMES, 11/16/86 and
11/17/86.)
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